


Our moment on Earth

The last stand



The Earth is now in a state of 
“planetary emergency”

“This is all hands on deck time.”  
David Orr



45% by 2030 – UN IPCC





2020

START BENDING 
CURVE DOWN





THE CORVALLIS CATALYSTS



CLIMATE ACTION 
on  five fronts

COMMUNICATE EMERGENCY
CONSUMPTION

COMMUNITY 
CIVIC ACTION

CIVIL (PEACEFUL) DISRUPTION



”passengers on a small pleasure 
boat sailing quietly above the 
Niagara Falls, not knowing that the 
engines are about to fail."   

James Lovelock

COMMUNICATE THIS 
EMERGENCY



Climate Victory Speakers





CONSUMPTION



RE-DEFINE “NEED”



The New Oregon Pioneers . . . Local Food and Simple Living



Pollinate change in your community





STOP PROMOTING FOSSIL 
FUELS
PROVIDE INFRASTRUCTURE 
FOR DE-CARBONIZATION



ROLE OF COURTS IN CLIMATE EMERGENCY



ATMOSPHERIC  TRUST 
LITIGATION

Our Children’s Trust



ATMOSPHERIC TRUST LITIGATION CAMPAIGN
Suits and petitions filed In 2011

THE PUBLIC TRUST



Oregon Case:  Chernaik v. Brown

*News Flash*
Press conference 2:00 
tomorrow Multnomah Bldg
501 Hawthorn Blvd.  Kelsey 
Juliana there



FILED IN OREGON AUGUST, 2015

”The Biggest Case on the Planet” – Juliana v. U.S. 



21 youth 
plaintiffs

Entire fossil fuel industry 
intervened

Multiple U.S. 
Agencies



Challenges Entire Fossil Fuel Policy of the United States
Public Trust Principle
Due Process Right to Life, Liberty and Property

Requests Court to Order Enforceable Plan for 
De-carbonization



“Defendants have acted with 
deliberate indifference to the peril 
they knowingly created.”

“Goodbye New York.  Goodbye 
Washington, for that matter”.



Juliana v. United States:  Court’s Order Denying 
Motions to Dismiss, November 10, 2016



The law is never right until it is just.  

“I have no doubt that the right to 
a climate system capable of 
sustaining human life is 
fundamental to a free and ordered 
society . . . . ” Judge Ann Aiken



U.S. Fossil Fuel Policy Meets Climate 
Science in Court for the First Time

June, 2017:  Industry Interveners withdrew from 
case, en masse



Ninth Circuit – oral argument in June, Portland
EMERGENCY MOTION TO ENJOIN 100 PROJECTS



JOINJULIANA.ORG



Oral argument in Portland in June
Watch Youth v. Gov trailer 



Sunrise Climate Movement



“Where fossil fuel projects go to die”

From gateway to chokehold





A CALL TO ACTION FOR UNIVERSITY
PROFESSORS AND STUDENTS

Can every professor give class and credit 
opportunities to work on climate action?



Civil Disruption (Peaceful)





THE VALVE TURNERS



March 15, 
2019







Find your role. 
Claim your moment.
Keep your focus.





OUR Last Stand
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